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not originate in the twelfth century but was already familiar
in Saxon timesx. All this, however, does not exclude the
possibility that important changes were instituted after the
compilation of Domesday Book. The Pipe Roll of 1130 shows
that the system of blanch payments had ceased to be ex-
ceptional and was now fully established. Again, the farm
of the shire seems to have been revalued, though it is doubtful
if we can assign definite dates to the different changes which
took place after 1086 2.
The arithmetical system of the Exchequer, the method (&.)
of calculation by means of the abacus, was almost cer-
tainly of foreign origin. Some doubt has been expressed
on this point3, but the Anglo-Saxon system of reckoning
was duodecimal; the hide of land was the long hundred
(majus centum) of 120 acres, the pound contained 240 pennies,
and the pound's weight was twelve ounces. Now the abacus
was a decimal system, and the substitution of one system
for the other involved a real break in the continuity of the
Treasury. The revolution transformed the Exchequer and
opened up a new stage in its development. The Dialogus
tells us that the old name for the Exchequer was tallies;
in other words, financial business was at first conducted and
accounts were kept by means of tallies and later by the
chequered cloth. The substitution of a new arithmetical
device in the audit of accounts, the counting of money on a
squared table, completely reversed the existing system and
introduced the Exchequer, as we now know it, into England.
When the abacus was adopted at the Treasury we cannot
determine. It is at any rate clear that a change so drastic
was not a gradual process but the achievement of some
individual4. The reign of Henry I. is the most likely period;
and it has been conjectured that Adelard of Bath, an
1 Round, The Commune of London, 72 ; Victoria County History,
Somersetshire, i. 396.
a Dialogus, Introduction, 36, The editors (ibid. 38) suggest 1108 as
the date when money payments were introduced at the Exchequer; and
1125 when they were made ad pensum, though the introduction of each
method did not " necessarily coincide with its invention ".
8 Petit-Dutaillis, Studies Supplementary to Stubbs, i. 49.
4 Cf. Round, The Commune of London, 74 ; Poole, The Exchequer in the
Twelfth Century, 40.